
July 16, 2013 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION . . . . 
 
This section is to highlight projects and events that do not require Council action but are 
necessary to keep you informed.  Commission/Committee minutes will be contained in 
this section when they are available. 
 
City Administrators Report 
This will be included in the first Council Packet of each month. 
 
Planning Commission Agenda Packet 
 
EDA Agenda Packet 
 
Public Works Commission Agenda 
 
Cable Commission Agenda Packet 
 
Library Board Agenda Packet 
 
Interchange Project Articles 
 
Lorentz Meats Grant Article 
 
SEMLM Meeting Notice 
Let me know if you would like to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



































Cannon Falls Library Board 
Agenda 

Monday July 8, 2013 
6:00 pm 

at  
the Library. 

 
1) Approval of Agenda 

 
2) Consent Agenda 

 
a. June Minutes 
b. Director’s Report 
c. May Financials 

 
 

 
3) Board Business 

 
a. 2014 Budget 
b. Posting Policy 
c. Employee Hours 
d. Art Policy Agreement 

 
 
 

 
 

 
4) Adjournment 

 
Monday August 12, 2013 at 6:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



Cannon Falls Library 
Director’s Report 

July 3, 2013 
 

Program Attendance: 
 
Movies: 24 
Book Club: 5 
 
Lunch Bunch: 100 
Movie Days: 109 
Bike Program: 38 
Rat Program:  26 
 
E-Materials: 
2012   44 unique users checked out 140 materials 
2013  61 unique users checked out 231 materials 
 
Staff Accomplishments: 
Summer reading kicked off with a great start.  During June 433 children signed up to participate 
in this year’s “Dig into Reading” challenge.  Staff have been busy sorting through reading logs, 
handing out homework, and directing children and parents through the many activities of this 
year’s summer reading program. If you have a chance, drop by and congratulate them on a 
wonderful program.  Our Children’s coordinator did an excellent job in pulling everything 
together for our first summer reading program in the new building.  
 
Board Business: 
 
2014 Budget: 
Attached you will find the 2014 Preliminary Budget for you approval.  I am requesting a .8% 
increase from 2013.  The 2012 and 2013 budget year anticipated a transitional library.  2014 will 
give us our first complete full year of a new building.  I have based the numbers on March, April 
and May expenditures.  It will be the goal of budget year 2014 to spend the money that is 
budgeted for so that we do not have a surplus at the end of the year.  
 
Posting Policy:   
Included in the packet you will find a copy of our current public posting policy.  This policy 
currently does not address issues that we are currently facing.  I would like the board to read 
through the policy and offer suggestions.  As with all policies it is my goal to make each one 
succinct, but contain enough information for staff to use in the everyday operation of the library. 
We will discuss your thoughts and concerns at the next meeting and I will present a revised copy 
at the August board meeting for approval.  
 
Employee Hours: 
One of our current Library Assistants was currently scheduled to work 18 hrs a week.  However, 
since the move to the new building she has been working 23 hrs and is confident that she can 



maintain those hours.  I request moving her official scheduled hours from 18 to 23 to accurately 
reflect her job.  
 
Art Policy Agreement: 
Attached is the Art Policy Agreement between the Library Board and potential loaner or 
donators of Art.  
 



 
June 10, 2013 
Cannon Falls Library Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Present: Justin Padgett, Jason Ochocki, Mary Harkins, Carol Price, Greg Kettle, Jay Sjoblom  
Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Carol Price made a motion to approve the Agenda; Greg Kettle seconded; motion passed. 
Greg Kettle made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda; Mary Harkins seconded; motion passed. 
 
 
Art Exhibition Policy 
Art Exhibition Policy was reviewed. 
Carol Price made a motion to accept; Greg Kettle seconded; motion passed. 
 
Media Cases 
The Library currently has separate fees for damaged versus lost media cases, inserts, 
etc.  Justin feels that once a case is damaged, it is basically a loss because in most 
instances it needs to be replaced.  The fees charged have not included taxes, shipping 
or staff time.  Carol Price made a motion to remove the damage fee and charge the 
replacement fee for these items.  Greg Kettle seconded; motion passed. 
 
Shelver Hired 
Cindy Molenaar has been hired as the new part time shelver.  This position is up to ten 
hours per week, mostly evenings and Saturdays.   
 
 
Resignation from Board – Greg Kettle will be moving out of town because of a new job.  Justin 
and the Board thanked him for his time and commitment to the Cannon Falls Library. 
 
Justin will be gone for ~10 days in June.  This will use the majority of his vacation time so that, 
for a period of time, future days off may need to be without pay.  
 
 
At 6:45 p.m., Mary Harkins made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Jason Ochocki ; motion passed. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mary Harkins 
 
 



Cannon Falls Library 
Art Agreement 

 
Mission Statement: 
The Cannon Falls Library promotes the communication of ideas, the enlightenment of our 
citizens and the enrichment of our personal lives.   
 
Intent for Artwork: 
 

• I agree to (loan or donate) art to the Cannon Falls library, and have read and understand 
the Cannon Falls Library Art Exhibition Policy. 

 
• The art work to my knowledge is original and I have the artist’s permission to display the 

artwork.  
 
Contact information: (for sale of art) 
Name  ______________________________  
Address ______________________________ 
Phone  ______________________________ 
Email  ______________________________ 
 
 
 
Photo or Description of Artwork(s) 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Duration of Display ____________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
Signature (Loaner or Donator)  Date 
 
 
Library Board Approval: 
 
________________________________________________ 
Library Board President   Date 



Cannon Falls Library 
Policy on Petitions in the Library 

 
 
 
One of the roles of the Cannon Falls Library is to serve as a limited public forum for the free 
expression and exchange of ideas.  The Library Board and staff recognize that one method of 
expression is through the lawful petitioning of the government, as set forth in the First 
Amendment of the Constitution of the United States. The library will, therefore, allow any 
individual or group desiring to place a petition at the library to do so, regardless of origin, 
background, or views of those originating the petition. 
 
The library is a place of knowledge, where any person may come to seek the information they 
need to make informed decisions on issues local, regional, national, and global in nature. Anyone 
placing a petition in the library can be assured that a person considering the petition will have 
access to the full resources of the library in developing an opinion. 
 
The act of allowing a petition to be placed at the Library does not in any way constitute support 
or opposition by the library for the individual or group promulgating said petition, nor does it 
constitute support or opposition for the petition itself.  
 
 
 
 
Guidelines for Placing Petitions at the Library 
 
 

Petitions should be delivered to the library staff person on duty, who will then place the 
petition in an area readily available to the general public during library hours. 
 
All persons or groups leaving a petition in the Library must sign a copy of this policy and 
must provide the name and phone number of a contact person. 
 
The library accepts no responsibility for the physical security of any petition. 
 
Petitions may be left in the library for a maximum of 30 days. If the period of time during 
which the petition is viable is longer than 30 days, the individual or group responsible for 
the petition may request an extension from the Library Director. Petitions not picked up 
after 30 days may be disposed of by the Library Director. 
 
In order to avoid the appearance of the library’s taking a side in any issue, library staff 
will not answer questions in regards to any petition, outside of directing those patrons 
who inquire to the petition’s location within the library. 
 



Any individual or group placing a petition at the library bears all responsibility for 
publicizing its availability. The library accepts no responsibility for informing the public 
of a petition’s presence or period of availability. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Date delivered to library    
 
 
 
___________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Contact person (please print)    Group, if any, represented 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Signature of contact Person    Telephone number of contact person 
 



Cannon Falls Library 
Policy on Posting, Collecting, and Distributing Free Materials, p. 1 

Approved 11/11/2002 

Cannon Falls Library 
Policy on Posting, Collecting, and Distributing Free Materials 

 
 
 
The Cannon Falls Library’s primary purpose is to build a materials collection and to 
provide information from organized library resources. Very limited space is available for 
display and distribution of free publications and notices not directly related to library 
services. 
 
At the same time, the library does have a place in the community as a forum for the free 
exchange of ideas. To this end, the library’s collection should represent many different 
points of view and should include information presented in pamphlet, newsletter, or other 
ephemeral formats.  
 
To the extent that they meet the objectives and criteria set forth in the library’s Collection 
Development Policy, materials of this nature may be added to the library’s collection. 
Items may be added as uncataloged materials in the vertical files or may be cataloged 
individually, as appropriate. Once added to the collection, materials will be retained or 
removed according to the Library’s established policies. 
 
In addition to those materials added to the collection, it is often helpful and appropriate 
for the library to allow the distribution or posting of materials regarding community 
events, social services, educational opportunities, and other community information. 
 
 
 
General Guidelines for Materials not Added to the Library Collection 
 
Posters and brochures for distribution to the public will be accepted on an “as space 
allows” basis. 
 
Library staff must approve all materials before they are posted or set out for the public. 
Materials displayed without prior approval will be removed. 
 
Posters should not exceed 8 ½” x 14” in size, with an 8 ½” x 11” size preferred due to 
space limitations. 
 
In general, postings that include a box, receptacle, or canister will not be allowed. 
Permission for such postings is at the sole discretion of the Library Director or his/her 
designee. 
 



Cannon Falls Library 
Policy on Posting, Collecting, and Distributing Free Materials, p. 2 

Approved 11/11/2002 

Materials promoting events or services for which a charge is made must clearly indicate 
that charge. 
 
The sponsoring agency or individual should be clearly identified on the materials and an 
address or telephone number given. 
 
Copies of any given non-library brochure or other material for distribution may be placed 
in a single location within the library. Similarly, only one poster advertising a given non-
library event will be displayed. 
 
The library may limit the period of time any materials may remain on display or available 
for distribution. As necessary, library staff will remove older or dated materials to make 
room for new ones. Materials will not be returned to the sponsoring agency or individual. 
 
Some materials of ongoing interest may be retained, at the discretion of the staff. 
 
 
The following materials will not be accepted: 

• Materials which promote a particular religious, political, social, or other 
point of view, except insofar as they are limited to informing the public of 
a particular meeting or service 

• Materials which advocate the election or defeat of a candidate for public 
office, or which advocate an affirmative or negative vote for or against 
any proposition, whether political or otherwise 

• Notices, advertisements, or information about commercial products or 
services for sale by for-profit entities 

• Job notices, other than those for the Cannon Falls Library 

• Notices, advertisements, or information about individual, neighborhood, 
or estate sales 

• Giveaways 

• Personals 
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Highway project closes Cannon Falls strip club

Kay Fate | Posted: Thursday, July 4, 2013 12:21 pm

CANNON FALLS — The state on Friday will take possession of the Class Act strip club property to

make way for a U.S. 52 interchange.

The move, which owner Dick Jacobson fought for months, is part of the plan to complete the U.S.

52/Goodhue County Road 24 interchange. The compensation for the land remains contested, said

Mark Trogstad-Isaacson, right-of-way engineer for the Minnesota Department of Transportation.

"We made an initial offer," he said of the state's bid for the land, "but they didn't come back with a

counter, so we exercised the right of eminent domain and started condemnation action."

A judge signed the eminent domain order about a month ago.

MnDOT officials have left messages with Jacobson and his attorney, Trogstad-Isaacson said, but

haven't received a response. "We don't know what they're planning to do or when they're planning to do

it," he said Wednesday. "They can still argue the value, but they have to be out" Friday, when the title

transfer starts.

The business still contained a lot of personal property this week, he said, including food, alcohol,

dishes and furniture.

Jacobson was unable to be reached for this story. The manager on Wednesday didn't return phone calls

seeking comment.

If the business chooses to relocate, it's eligible for federal relocation funding, Trogstad-Isaacson said.

The city of Cannon Falls, which "inherited" the business in 1998 through an annexation process, hasn't

received word of Class Act's intentions, said Aaron Reeves, city administrator.

By law, strip clubs are allowed in commercial-zoned areas, though cities can set their own zoning

requirements within the area.

"Initially, we did reach out through MnDOT and through letters to the owners, to set up

communication early," he said, "and didn't really get any response. But about a week ago, the attorney

called to get some information about current zoning requirements."

Reeves said he sent the information, "but we haven't heard anything since then. I'm not sure what their

plans are; it's more of a wait and see right now. We'll see if they come back or if they decide to take

the acquisition money and go somewhere else. That's always a possibility, too."

According to the project schedule received by the city, Reeves said, "it'll take a few weeks to make
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sure there's no asbestos, then demolition will occur around the end of the month."

The project, which will be completed in 2014, eventually will remove the final two stoplights between

Rochester and the Twin Cities, effectively turning it into a true freeway.
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Official: Cannon Falls US 52 interchange a 'dream
come true'

Brett Boese, bboese@postbulletin.com | Posted: Saturday, July 6, 2013 8:00 am

CANNON FALLS — In nearly two decades of frustrating, fruitless pursuit of funding, Richard

Samuelson wasn't sure an interchange ever would get built on U.S. 52 in Cannon Falls.

Now the Goodhue County commissioner will be the featured speaker at Monday's ceremonial

groundbreaking for the construction project.

"I've been working on it for 19 years now, and it's really like a dream come true," said Samuelson, who

represents the Cannon Falls area.

Construction will start in earnest next week for the interchange at County Road 24. The Minnesota

Department of Transportation expects the $14.3 million project to be completed on Oct. 3, 2014,

with the final two stoplights between Rochester and the Twin Cities being removed near the end of

that time frame.

In a related development, a nearby interchange project will proceed on an almost identical timetable.

MnDOT's recent decision to fund the $8.9 million project at the deadly intersection of U.S. 52 and

County Road 9, just seven miles south of the long-awaited Cannon Falls interchange, sparked another

celebration among local officials.

Both interchanges are expected to be completed in the fall of 2014.

"To have them kicking off and under construction at the same time, it's something that I never

imagined would happen, but it's great for anyone who uses 52," said Greg Isakson, Goodhue County's

public works director. "If we're lucky, we can have back-to-back project opening celebrations at 24

and 9."

Cannon Falls Administrator Aaron Reeves believes the city's patience is about to start paying off.

Officials are hopeful that Mayo Clinic's new $28 million facility currently under construction near

the interchange is just the tip of the proverbial iceberg for economic development related to the

highway projects.

"Right now it's excitement, but it's mixed with relief," Reeves said of his feelings. "We expect to see a

lot of new growth around the interchange, and the bottom line is it's going to be a lot safer."

Traffic impacts during construction are expected to be minimal, according to MnDOT's Kristin

Kammueller. The agency plans to keep at least one lane of traffic open on the northbound and

southbound sides of U.S. 52 throughout the two-year construction process.
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Not everyone is pleased with the situation, though. Class Act, a strip club on the west side of U.S. 52,

opposed the state's attempted land acquisition needed to construct the interchange.

Mark Trogstad-Isaacson, MnDOT's Right of Way Engineer, said Wednesday that a judge ruled in favor

of the state about a month ago, signing an order that grants MnDOT Class Act's property on July 5 for

a price that will be determined later.It's unclear if Class Act will relocate or simply close, but its

current building will be razed with the interchange's exit ramp constructed on its parking lot.

The two interchange projects have pushed the Highway 52 Freeway Partnership, which was created in

1999 by Olmsted, Goodhue and Dakota counties, past the halfway point of its $816 million vision that

seeks to create an 80-mile stretch of controlled-access highway between Rochester and the Twin

Cities.

The end may still be more than a decade away, but officials remain optimistic as high-priority projects

continue to receive funding.

"What's good for Cannon Falls is good for Goodhue County," Samuelson said. "It's important for the

whole state, really. It's a great project … and everybody wins on this one."
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U.S. 52 inches toward freeway status

Brett Boese | Posted: Friday, July 5, 2013 9:37 pm

The Highway 52 Freeway Partnership is creeping ever closer toward accomplishing its goal of

creating a controlled-access highway for motorists traveling between the Med City and the Twin

Cities.

Established in 1999, the alliance between Olmsted, Goodhue and Dakota counties recently crossed

the halfway point of its $816 million vision. Last week's Minnesota Department of Transportation

announcement of funding for the deadly U.S. 52 and Goodhue County Road 9 intersection means that

$424 million has been spent or committed for safety improvements since 2002.

The bulk of that funding — $236.6 million — was designated for the ROC 52 Project in Rochester,

which included nine interchanges, 27 bridges and widening an 11-mile stretch from four to six lanes.

The four-plus year project was Minnesota's first design-build highway and won the Project of the Year

Award for Transportation Projects over $100 million from the American Public Works Association

in 2006.

MnDOT's Kristin Kamueller said that every project along the U.S. 52 corridor to date has been funded

by special programs, such as Safety and Mobility grants.Sen. Matt Schmit, DFL-Red Wing, believes

the unified voice coming from the Highway 52 Partnership has been critical to being selected for so

many of the highly competitive grants.

"I think it's really important to have all your representatives on the same page," Schmit said. "That

makes it easy to work with a state agency to craft a solution. I think it's a great example of a

partnership of state and local government."

Creating a list of priorities that everyone agreed on was important, according to Olmsted County

Public Works Director Mike Sheehan — especially if that meant advocating for a project outside of

your county on the group's annual lobbying trips to Washington, D.C.

"If you had everyone going in for every little project, I'm not sure we'd get anything accomplished,"

Sheehan said. "When we started this, we were hopeful that we could make a difference. I think it shows

what everyone working together, pulling together, what you can accomplish."

Safety in Numbers

The main goal of the coalition has been to enhance safety by eliminating access points by funneling

traffic to interchanges. Another priority has also been to remove stoplights in order to reduce the

dangers of crashes from inattentive drivers; the final two lights along the corridor — located in

Cannon Falls — are expected to be removed in the fall of 2014.



7/8/13 U.S. 52 inches toward freeway status - PostBulletin.com: Local

www.postbulletin.com/news/local/u-s-inches-toward-freeway-status/article_deda6ad4-c22a-5883-9489-96059f41c47a.html?mode=print 2/2

However, it remains a work in progress.

There were 49 fatalities and 1,515 crashes with injuries recorded on U.S. 52 from 2003-12. The

latest occurred in May just south of Cannon Falls, which prompted action by MnDOT to secure

funding for an interchange at County Road 9. Though the design remains in a preliminary phase, that

project is expected to eliminate a number of at-grade access points.

When the safety push began in earnest in 2000, MnDOT records show that 256 at-grade access

existed along the corridor. The current number is unavailable, according to MnDOT's Kammueller, but

it's likely been cut roughly in half; the Elk Run interchange closed 18 and the County Road 24

interchange in Cannon Falls will eliminate 13 more.

"As traffic on 52 gets to be higher and higher, it's going to get more and more dangerous," said

Goodhue County Public Works Director Greg Isakson.

With the recent approval of Mayo Clinic's Destination Medical Center, which plans $6 billion in

economic development, Rochester is projected to add 35,000 jobs over the next 20 years. The

corresponding population growth will mean even more people using U.S. 52 over the next few

decades.

Sheehan expressed confidence that the $816 million vision will be fully completed in a decade, but

Kammueller is less certain. Isakson says patience is key, though he did note the recent successes in

the Cannon Falls area has created renewed optimism within the partnership.

"It's amazing how fast these two came up — and they both really came out of no where," Isakson said.

"A lot of that has to do with the Highway 52 Partnership. The folks out in Washington say they really

appreciate when they have different entities saying the exact same thing … but it's really hard to

predict when the next (funding program) will come along."
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Lorentz Meats receives MDA Value Added Grant

Posted: Friday, June 28, 2013 12:02 pm

Minnesota Assistant Agriculture Commissioner Charlie Poster and Minnesota State Senator Matt

Schmit toured parts of southeast Minnesota this month to visit farms and businesses that have

received grants from the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA). The grant recipients include

Lorentz Meats, Inc. of Cannon Falls. The company is one of nearly 50 Minnesota farmers, producers

and processors to receive a Value Added Grant from MDA.

The grant program aims to increase sales of Minnesota agricultural products by helping farms and

businesses add value to their operations and by assisting entrepreneurs investigating new opportunities

or new enterprises.

Lorentz Meats, Inc. will use the grant to expand and upgrade their equipment to better process and

package ground beef. The company says the new equipment will allow them to double their production

and hire 5 new employees.

"Lorenz Meats is a prime example of local business stepping up to serve the needs of area farmers and

consumers. It's encouraging to see the Value Added program have such an immediate impact," Sen.

Schmit said.

The Value Added Grant Program is part of a larger commitment made by Minnesota Governor Mark

Dayton to increase jobs in rural Minnesota. The grants are made available through the Agricultural

Growth, Research and Innovation Program (AGRI), established by the legislature to advance

Minnesota’s agricultural and renewable energy industries.

“These grants are helping businesses add value to their operations through expansions or upgrades,”

said Assistant Commissioner Poster. “This will lead to an increase in rural economic activities,

generate jobs, and create new businesses.”

Examples of the grant projects include creamery production and cheese processing equipment for

dairy farms, high tunnels for extending the growing season on fruit and vegetable farms, and the

purchase of coolers and grinders for meat processing facilities. Other grantees will use the funds to

pay for feasibility studies and business plans, and to implement methods to increase on-farm food

safety.

Another round of Value Added Grants will begin later this summer.



________________________  
 

Serving the counties of 
Dodge   Fillmore 
Goodhue   Houston 
Mower      Olmsted 
Wabasha   Winona 

General Membership Meeting 
Open to all cities (SEMLM members and nonmembers)   

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 
Location: Goodhue County Historical Society 

1166 Oak Street, Red Wing, MN 55066 
Directions: http://www.goodhuehistory.mus.mn.us/map.html   

5:00 pm Free Tours of the Goodhue County Museum for those who arrive early  
6:00 pm Social Time  
6:30 pm Dinner - Strawberry Spinach, Dinner rolls, Caramelized Onion Mashed Potato, Grilled Asparagus with 
Hollandaise sauce, Three Cheese Risotto, Lemon Pepper Encrusted Walleye (won People's Choice at Taste of Rochester 
2012), Pot Roast with Gravy, Limoncello Bars with Citron Vodka whipped cream, Chocolate Brownie  
7:00 pm Opening remarks, Business   
7:15 pm House and Senate Legislative Update Panel, Q&A with membership 
8:00 pm Membership Input on 2014 Legislative Topics to Explore 
8:30 pm Networking  

Hosted by the City of Red Wing - Registrations Due Friday, July 26th 

Make Checks Payable to ‘City of Red Wing’ 
Send to: City of Red Wing - Attn: Kay Kuhlmann  

City of Red Wing  
315 West 4th Street | Red Wing, MN 55066 

Tel: 651.385.3612 | Fax: 651.388.9608 
Email: kay.kuhlmann@ci.red-wing.mn.us 

 ===================================================================================== 
 

Registration from (city or group)  _________________________________________ 
Contact Person:   _____________________________________________________________________  
Phone:     ____________________________                E-mail:   ______________________________ 
 

Number of meals for member city     __________   x  $25  = $_________ (current paid membership) 
Number of meals for nonmember    __________  x  $30  = $_________ (no membership fee) 
 Make checks payable to ‘City of Red Wing’ 
Names of attendees:  
 

_____________________________             _____________________________    
 
_____________________________             ______________________________  

 
_____________________________             ______________________________  

 
_____________________________             ______________________________  
 

       Visit us on the internet at www.semlm.org for more info. 
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