
August 20, 2013 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION . . . . 
 
This section is to highlight projects and events that do not require Council action but are 
necessary to keep you informed.  Commission/Committee minutes will be contained in 
this section when they are available. 
 
City Administrators Report 
This will be included in the first Council Packet of each month. 
 
Planning Commission Agenda Packet 
 
EDA Agenda Packet 
 
Public Works Commission Agenda 
 
Cable Commission Agenda Packet 
 
Library Board Agenda Packet 
 
Hiawatha Valley Public Transit Packet 
 
Property Taxes Article 
 
LMC Regional Meetings Notice 
Let me know if you would like to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



















Cannon Falls Library Board 
Agenda 

Monday August 12, 2013 
6:00 pm 

at  
the Library. 

 
1) Approval of Agenda 

 
2) Consent Agenda 

 
a. July Minutes 
b. Director’s Report 
c. June Financials 
 

3) Board Business 
 

a. Public Bulletin Board Policy 
b. Art Policy Agreement 

 
4) Adjournment 

 
Monday September 9, 2013 at 6:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 
July 8, 2013 
Cannon Falls Library Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Present: Justin Padgett, Jason Ochocki, Mary Harkins, Carol Price, Nancy Tietz  
Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Carol Price made a motion to approve the Agenda; Mary Harkins seconded; motion passed. 
Carol Price made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda; Mary Harkins seconded; motion passed. 
 
The Board welcomed new member, Nancy Tietz.  Nancy is from rural Cannon Falls, so she will be filling 
one of the two vacant spots for a Goodhue County member.  The Board still needs an additional County 
and two additional City members for a full Library Board. 
 
BUSINESS 
 
2014 Preliminary Budget 
Justin submitted, for Board review, the proposed 2014 budget.  Actual personnel costs are decided by 
the City Council, so the recommendation of wages and benefits will go to the Council.  Utility costs are 
extrapolated from what was paid in March, April, and May 2013, as 2014 will be the first winter in the 
new building and heating costs are an unknown.  Building repair and services will hopefully be much 
less than the $2,000 budgeted as the building and mechanics are new and under warranty.  Programs 
and periodicals increased slightly because with more room, more programs could be offered and more 
magazines and newspapers may be purchased. 
Total proposed budget increase for 2014 is 0.8%.   
The Board understood that once the preliminary budget was approved, no increases to specific line 
items could be made. 
Mary Harkins made a motion to approve; Carol Price seconded; motion passed. 
 
Art Policy Submittal Agreement 
Art submittal requirements were reviewed.  The Board determined that some areas needed 
clarification and/or rewording.  Justin will rework the Policy and have it at the next meeting. 
 
Petition Policy 
The Petition Policy was reviewed.  Justin would prefer that staff not deal with petitions at 
the Library or, if the Library were a site for petitions, that the Policy is clearly worded so 
that staff will not need to be involved.  Although there is a current policy, Justin knows of 
no one having used the Library as a site for a petition since he has been here.  If having 
a site for petitions is a service the library provides, Justin feels that it needs to be 
advertised and before that, a new Petition Policy written.   
Nancy Tietz made a motion to table the Petition Policy until next meeting; Mary Harkins 
seconded; motion passed. 
 
Posting Policy 
The Posting Policy appears quite wordy and somewhat out-of-date.  The Board discussed what 
is and is not allowed to be posted at the Library.  Currently, there is a bulletin board near the 
back doors that has both Library and non-Library announcements and flyers.  Carol Price 
suggested that two bulletin boards, one for Library announcements, programs, etc. and one for 



community events, be available.  The vestibule at the front doors could also accommodate two 
similar boards.  Justin will be rewriting the policy and will look into the purchase of additional 
bulletin boards. 
 
Employee Hours 
Justin requested that Angie’s hours be increased from 18/wk to 23/wk due to overtime, vacation 
and holiday issues.  After some clarification, Carol Price made a motion to increase the hours; 
Nancy Tietz seconded; motion approved. 
 
At 7:18 p.m., Mary Harkins made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Carol Price; motion passed. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mary Harkins 
 
 



Cannon Falls Library  
Director’s Report 
August 7, 2013 

 
Program Attendance: 
Adults 
Movies: 17 
Book Club:  3 
 
Children 
Lunch Bunch: 42 
Movie Days:  79 
Programs: 368 
 
E-materials: 
2012 56 unique users checked out 191e-materials 
2013 71 unique users checked out 281e-materials 
 
Staff Accomplishments: 
Summer reading wrapped up and Cyndi our children’s coordinator reports that we had a total of 
420 children sign up with a majority of the children participating in all the activities throughout 
the duration of the program.   
We have also begun working with Twin Rivers for a monthly movie showing at the library for 
the residents.  Heidi is working closely with staff at Twin Rivers to make this program an 
ongoing addition to the services that we provide.  In addition to the movie outing, the residents 
come on a separate day to browse and check out materials.   
 
A new shelver was hired at minimum wage for up to 10 hours a week.  
 
Board Business: 
 
Our meeting this month will continue our discussions about the public postings policy.  Attached 
you will see a revised copy of what was our Policy on Posting, Collecting, and Distributing Free 
Materials.  Taking into consideration our discussion last month, I have revised and shortened the 
policy.  The revised policy is titled Public Bulletin Board Policy.  I think this policy will give us 
a solid foundation to continue our discussions.  
 
The art agreement policy has been rewritten and will be presented at the board meeting for a 
final vote.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 



Cannon Falls Library 
Policy on Posting, Collecting, and Distributing Free Materials, p. 1 

Approved 11/11/2002 

Cannon Falls Library 
Public Bulletin Board Policy 

 
Mission Statement: The Cannon Falls Library promotes the communication of ideas, the 

enlightenment of our citizens and the enrichment of our personal lives. 
 
Recognizing our role as a community institution, the library will offer a bulletin board for 
general public information.  The library will be a passive agent in the posting of these 
materials and cannot be held accountable for damages or loss of the materials.  
 
Posting of notices does not imply endorsement by the library 
 
The following materials will not be accepted: 
Political, Religious, and Social materials that advocate a specific opinion or point of view 
Notices and advertisements for for-profit entities (products, sales, openings, etc…) 
Giveaways 
Personals 
Meetings at private residences 
Petitions  
 
Acceptable materials: 
Community events 
Non-profit fundraisers 
Government meetings 
Any event or meeting of general interest to the public and is held in a public place 
 
All materials must be delivered to the circulation desk to be approved and placed by 
library staff.  Materials not approved by staff will be immediately removed for failure to 
adhere to library policy.  
 
Materials that are not specifically covered in this policy will be posted or withdrawn at 
the discretion of the library director.  
 
In consultation with the director, library staff may remove or reject materials based on 
size and/or duration of posting.  Materials will not be returned, and will be disposed of by 
library staff.  
 
Questions, concerns, or requests for reconsideration should be made to the library 
director, and will be presented to the library board at the next board meeting.  
  
 
 
 



Cannon Falls Library 
Policy on Posting, Collecting, and Distributing Free Materials, p. 2 

Approved 11/11/2002 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Cannon Falls Library 
Art Agreement 

 
Mission Statement: 
The Cannon Falls Library promotes the communication of ideas, the enlightenment of our 
citizens and the enrichment of our personal lives.   
 
Intent for Artwork:  ____ Donate 
   ____ Loan  
   Please specify dates of the loan period_____________________________ 
     
Contact Information 
Name  ______________________________  
Address ______________________________ 
Phone  ______________________________ 
Email  ______________________________ 
 
____  My information may be shared with the public 
____  My information may not be shared with the public 
 
Photo or Description of Artwork(s) maybe be attached  
 
 
 
 
  
 
I have read and understand the Cannon Falls Art Exhibition Policy, and as owner I accept all 
responsibilities for the public display of the artwork. 
The Cannon Falls Library cannot be held liable for the damage or theft of loaned or donated 
artwork. 
 
________________________________________________ 
Signature (Loaner or Donator)  Date 
 
 
Library Board Approval: 
 
________________________________________________ 
Library Board President   Date 
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Gov. Dayton w elcomed the announced drop in property taxes
last month.

.,

A second opinion

A state House Research analysis compared likely 2014
property taxes w ith w hat those taxes w ould have
been if the 2013 Legislature had not acted to change
their trajectory w ith both the tax and K-12 education
bills. The statew ide reduction it projects: $181 million, or
2.1 percent less than taxes w ould have been w ithout
the change.

Minnesotans need lower property taxes

Article by: Editorial Board

Star Tribune

August 5, 2013 - 6:42 PM

In Minnesota, we’d bet that property taxes rank second only to

the weather in the volume and vehemence of complaints they

generate. There’s no sign of tiring of the topic, either. Several

Minneapolis mayoral candidates tell us they’ve been surprised by

how often they hear from voters that property taxes are painfully

high, and must not go higher.

We suspect that Minneapolitans aren’t alone this year in saying

“enough’s enough.” The sentiment is well justified, numbers

released last week indicate. The state Revenue Department

reported that Minnesota property owners and renters have

endured 11 straight years of property tax increases.

From 2003 through this year, the total increase, net of refunds for

those with low incomes, comes to $3.6 billion — an 86 percent

climb. Annual statewide bumps ranged from $92 million in 2011 to

$507 million in 2006.

That long uphill run is about to end, the same Dayton

administration analysis said. It projected that in 2014, property

taxes after credits will drop $121 million in aggregate from their

2013 level. The reasons:

• State aid to cities, counties and townships rose this year, by $80 million, $40 million and $10 million, respectively. That

only goes partway toward replacing funds that were cut in the last decade. For cities, for example, it brings Local

Government Aid back to $507 million next year. That’s the first significant LGA boost since 2005, but it’s still $57 million

less than cities received in 2002.

• Local governments were made exempt from the sales tax, shaving 6.5 percent off the price of goods and taxable services

those governments purchased. That’s expected to save them $172 million next year.

• Two refund programs for lower-income renters and homeowners are also growing. The old property tax refund got a new

name — the homestead credit refund — and a new lease on life with a 27 percent increase in average refunds and more

homeowners eligible. The renters’ credit will provide refund checks 25 percent larger to 30,000 more tenants than received

them last year, the administration projects. (To find out whether you qualify, visit the Revenue Department’s website.

The refund increases are particularly worth cheering. They will help keep low-income people in their homes and spark local

economies by giving refund recipients more to spend. To the extent those programs help stabilize marginal neighborhoods,

they reduce other public costs of poverty.

• The Legislature imposed a 3 percent limit on the size of local levy increases in 2014, putting a ceiling on local officials’

appetites for more spending.

The administration’s $121 million projected cut for 2014 strikes us as low. It does not factor in new state spending on E-12

education, which includes a state takeover of a portion of school levies in some districts in which voters have opted to tax

themselves for school operations.

http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hrd/issinfo/csim13D3.pdf
http://www.mn.gov/governor/images/2013_07_28_DOR_report_prop_taxes_2014-page-001.jpg
http://www.revenue.state.mn.us/individuals/prop_tax_refund/Pages/Eligibility_Requirements_for_the_Property_Tax_Refund.aspx
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DFL Gov. Mark Dayton’s Republican critics were quick to note that the projected rollback is a modest benefit from a tax

increase on smokers and high-income earners of more than $1 billion per year. This newspaper would have preferred a

different array of new taxes. We agree that property tax relief alone does not justify a tax increase that large. But the

weakened condition of other public sector services did.

That includes the responsibilities Minnesota consigns to its local governments and finances with a mix of local property

taxes and state aid. When that aid was cut in the last decade, city and county officials didn’t just raise property taxes in

response: They also squeezed police, fire and infrastructure budgets to a degree that cannot continue indefinitely without

putting public safety and economic vitality at risk.

By the Dayton administration’s estimate, beefing up those budget lines will consume half of the new money the Legislature

is sending local governments. The other half will reduce property tax burdens, they project. Yet nothing in state law

compels local officials to make it so. Local circumstances vary widely, and in some cases could warrant flat or even

increasing levies next year.

Nonetheless, as city and county officials move into the 2014 budget-setting season in coming weeks, they would do well to

use the administration’s projection as a guideline. In most cities and counties, about half of the new money from the state

ought to lead to lower property taxes. Citizens would do well to monitor local decisionmaking with that standard in mind,

and seek explanations for major deviations.

Local government programs may be hurting, but property taxpayers around the state are too. They pay an unforgiving tax

that comes due regardless of whether incomes rise or fall. Property owners and renters shared the pain of the last decade

as a “no new taxes” regimen at the Statehouse and a nasty recession combined to squeeze local governments. As that

pressure eases, property taxpayers deserve to share the benefit as well.

© 2013 Star Tribune



From: League of Minnesota Cities
To: Aaron Reeves
Subject: Registration Now Open: 2013 Regional Meetings
Date: Wednesday, August 07, 2013 10:44:20 AM

Details and agenda now available! Email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

2013 LMC Regional Meetings

Just Announced! This Year's Dates and Agenda

For more than 80 years, League of Minnesota Cities staff has been hitting the road
to bring the latest news and information right to your community—and this year is
no exception.

Find out the top five things you still need to know about health care reform, learn
how cities fared in the legislature this year (and what’s in store for next session),
and discuss some potential conflicts of interest in municipal business—plus more!

Attend the meeting closest to you:
Oct. 8—McIntosh           
Oct. 9—Wadena               
Oct. 17—Glencoe                
Oct. 23—Hibbing                  
Oct. 24—Sartell
Oct. 29—Zumbrota
Oct. 30—Marshall
Oct. 31—Morris

Register today!

www.lmc.org/13RM1

P.S.—Please forward this email to your city councilmembers as well...the
more, the merrier!

mailto:members@lmc.org
mailto:AReeves@cannonfallsmn.gov
http://us1.campaign-archive1.com/?u=a0b01890f591ce2d7c85dfda5&id=259715bb35&e=a518f4d543
http://lmc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0b01890f591ce2d7c85dfda5&id=d3efd420a4&e=a518f4d543
http://lmc.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=a0b01890f591ce2d7c85dfda5&id=6d08e05a87&e=a518f4d543
http://lmc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0b01890f591ce2d7c85dfda5&id=1d2e0994dc&e=a518f4d543


Follow on Twitter              Friend on Facebook              Forward to Friend 

League of Minnesota Cities
145 University Ave W

Saint Paul, MN 55103-2044

Add us to your address book

As part of your membership in the League of Minnesota Cities, you will receive occasional e-mails from us about our
events, products, and services; you can opt out of these e-mails by clicking the unsubscribe link below.

unsubscribe from this list

http://lmc.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=a0b01890f591ce2d7c85dfda5&id=d95e1e7b10&e=a518f4d543
http://lmc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0b01890f591ce2d7c85dfda5&id=6fbe705012&e=a518f4d543
http://us1.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=a0b01890f591ce2d7c85dfda5&id=259715bb35&e=a518f4d543
http://lmc.us1.list-manage1.com/vcard?u=a0b01890f591ce2d7c85dfda5&id=223bef2b08
http://lmc.us1.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=a0b01890f591ce2d7c85dfda5&id=223bef2b08&e=a518f4d543&c=259715bb35
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