
TO:  Cannon Falls City Council  

FROM: Zach Logelin, License and Permit Technician 

SUBJECT: Cannon Valley Fair-Ordinance Text Amendment 

DATE: September 3rd, 2024 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Cannon Valley Fair is applying for an ordinance text amendment to amend city code to 

allow a race track for motorized “kart” racing in the UR, Urban Reserve Zone, via a Conditional 

Use Permit. They are holding off applying for the CUP to accompany this amendment to wait 

and see if approval is granted.  

If approved tonight, the fair will still need to apply for a Conditional Use Permit. The application 

for a Conditional Use Permit will allow the Planning Commission to put conditions on the use.  

If the amendment is approved, Planning Commission will need to consider reasonable conditions 

to apply to the Conditional Use Permit.  

Example Conditions to Consider: 

Conditions relating to but not limited to size of races, number of races, lights, noise, exhaust, 

smell, traffic, hours of operation, etc) 

It is important to remember the criteria when approving text amendments. The present and future 

land uses of the area and the existing Urban Reserve zone, which your decision will affect, 

should all be taken into account. Please refer to exhibit 3 to see existing UR districts throughout 

the city.  

City Code 152.057 relating to Amendment approval:  

   The Planning Commission shall consider possible effects of the proposed amendment. Its 

judgment shall be based upon, but not limited to, the following factors: 

   (A)   The proposed action has been considered in relation to the specific policies and 

provisions of and has been found to be consistent with the official City Comprehensive Plan; 

   (B)   The proposed use is or will be compatible with present and future land uses of the area; 

   (C)   The proposed use conforms with all performance standards contained in this chapter; 

   (D)   The proposed use can be accommodated with existing public services and will not 

overburden the city's service capacity; and 

   (E)   Traffic generation by the proposed use is within capabilities of streets serving the 

property. 

 

 

 



Noise Ordinance:   

See exhibit 5. The City does have an ordinance in place to control loud and unnecessary noise. It 

may be a good idea to tie some of the conditions to City Code 91.01. The Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency has offered their help to assist with keeping noise at a reasonable level.  

City of Princeton: 

The City of Princeton also has a racetrack in city limits. I have attached resolutions passed in 

Princeton relating to the track as seen in exhibit 4 for your review. The raceway in Princeton also 

has to apply for a Conditional Use Permit to be able to operate. Upon talking to the Princeton 

City Planner, I learned much of their enforcement is tied back to their noise ordinance.  

Reference to the Comprehensive Plan:  

The City of Cannon Falls Comprehensive Plan helps guide how our City grows. Please refer to 

exhibit 6, which shows the priority areas for housing and commercial growth. Some of the UR 

zone falls within these future expansion sites.  

Urban Reserve Used (page 8.3 in Comp Plan) -These areas are “expected” to be next in line for 

development.  

In your packet, you will find one ordinance approving and one resolution denying the 

amendments. Since a resolution can not approve an ordinance text amendment, the resolution 

granting the amendment has been tweaked in the from of an ordinance and will require two 

hearings.  

If approval is granted, conditions in the ordinance may be added that would apply to all future 

kart racing in the UR zone. These conditions are in addition to any conditions that Council may 

require for a specific application in the future. IF the Council decides to approve the text 

amendment and put conditions in the text, please direct us to amend the draft ordinance for a first 

reading at the following meeting. 

 

The Following are Attached to Further Describe the Proposal:  

1. Amendment Application 

2. Aerial Map of Race Track 

3. Zoning Map 

4. Princeton Resolutions Relating to a CUP Approved for a Racetrack 

5. Noise Ordinance 

6. Comprehensive Plan page 2.3 Related to Future Urban Expansion 

7. Fair Denial Resolution 

8. Fair Approval Ordinance 

 

 

 



REQUESTED COUNCIL ACTION 

I respectfully request the Council discuss the proposed Zoning Text Amendment and choose 

either to approve or deny the application.  If approving, the text amendment requires the 

adoption of an ordinance and you may consider approving the first reading of the proposed 

ordinance.  If denying, your decision should be memorialized by written findings and you may 

consider approving the proposed resolution. 











































CITY OF CANNON FALLS 

GOODHUE COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER ____ 

 

RESOLUTION DENYING ORDINACE TEXT AMENDMENT 

FOR THE CANNON VALLEY FAIR ASSOCIATION 

 

WHEREAS, the Cannon Valley Fair Association (“Applicant”) is the applicant for an 

Ordinance Text Amendment for property located in the City of Cannon Falls and legally described 

on the attached Exhibit A (the “Property”);  

 

WHEREAS, the Applicant is applying to amend City Code § 152.463 by adding language 

allowing race tracks in the UR, Urban Reserve zone as a conditional use (the “Amendment”);  

 

WHEREAS, City staff studied the matter, made a report, and provided other information 

to the Planning Commission and City Council;  

 

WHEREAS, on August 19th, 2024, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and 

after considering the Applicant’s request for the Amendment, recommended denial; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cannon Falls has considered the Planning 

Commission’s recommendation at its September 3, 2024, City Council meeting. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Cannon Falls makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS 

 

1. The Applicant is requesting the Amendment to allow race tracks in the UR, Urban 

Reserve zone as a conditional use, including on the Property (the “Proposed Use”).  

 

2. The Property where the Proposed Use will be located is currently zoned UR, Urban 

Reserve. The land surrounding the Property is zoned R-2, Single Family Residential and R-B, 

Residential Business. 

 

3. Minn. Stat. § 462.357 grants to the City, for the purpose of promoting the public 

health, safety, morals and general welfare, the authority to regulate use of land within the City 

through zoning regulations. 

  

4. The time limit for a decision on the Applicant’s applications will not expire until 

September 28, 2024. 

 

5.  The granting of amendments within the City is governed both by the City Code and 

State Statutes. 

 



 6. Minn. Stat. § 462.357, subd. 4 states an amendment to a zoning ordinance may be 

initiated by the governing body, the planning agency, or by petition of affected property owners 

as defined in the zoning ordinance.  An amendment not initiated by the planning agency shall be 

referred to the planning agency, if there is one, for study and report and may not be acted upon by 

the governing body until it has received the recommendation of the planning agency on the 

proposed amendment or until 60 days have elapsed from the date of reference of the amendment 

without a report by the planning agency. 

 

 7. City Code § 152.056 states that an “[a]pplication for an amendment of this chapter 

(text or map) requires a public hearing and is to be processed in accordance with the procedures 

set forth in § 152.037 of this chapter. 

 

8. City Code § 152.037(L) states that denial of applications for amendment shall be 

accompanied by written findings of fact, “including supporting data setting forth the reasons for 

the denial in terms of the ways in which the proposed use fails to meet the standards and intent of 

the Comprehensive Plan and/or this chapter and is otherwise injurious to the public health, safety 

and welfare.”  

 

9. City Code § 152.055 states that ”[t]he City Council or Planning Commission may, 

upon their own motion, initiate a request to amend the text or the district boundaries of this chapter. 

The procedural requirements of this section shall not apply to the proposed amendments except to 

the extent required by state statute. Any person owning real estate within the city may initiate a 

request to amend the district boundaries or text of this chapter so as to affect the real estate.” 

 

10. City Code § 152.057 states: 

 

    The Planning Commission shall consider possible effects of the proposed 

amendment. Its judgment shall be based upon, but not limited to, the following 

factors: 

 

(A)   The proposed action has been considered in relation to the specific 

policies and provisions of and has been found to be consistent with the official City 

Comprehensive Plan; 

(B)   The proposed use is or will be compatible with present and future land 

uses of the area; 

(C)   The proposed use conforms with all performance standards contained 

in this chapter; 

(D)   The proposed use can be accommodated with existing public services 

and will not overburden the city's service capacity; and 

(E)   Traffic generation by the proposed use is within capabilities of streets 

serving the property. 

 

11. The Applicant’s requested Amendment would amend City Code § 152.463 by 

allowing race tracks as a conditional use anywhere within the Urban Reserve zone.  The requested 

Amendment is inconsistent with the Cannon Falls Comprehensive Plan. Allowing race tracks in 

the UR, Urban Reserve zone as a conditional use is not compatible with present and future land 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/cannonfalls/latest/cannonfalls_mn/0-0-0-6382#JD_152.037


uses in the area and would generate noise and traffic that will be detrimental to the surrounding 

property, residents, and general welfare.  

 

DECISION 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Cannon Falls 

and based upon the information received and the above Findings: 

 

1. The City Council does hereby deny the requested Ordinance Text Amendment. 

 

ADOPTED by the City Council this 3rd day of September, 2024. 

 

____________________________________ 

      Matt Montgomery, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:________________________________ 

          Neil Jensen, City Administrator 



CITY OF CANNON FALLS 

GOODHUE COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NUMBER ___ 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CANNON FALLS, MINNESOTA AMENDING 

CITY CODE § 152.463 TO ALLOW KART RACING AS A CONDITIONAL USE IN 

THE UR, URBAN RESERVE ZONE 

 

THE CITY OF CANNON FALLS ORDAINS 

 

WHEREAS, the Cannon Valley Fair Association (“Applicant”) is the applicant for an 

Ordinance Text Amendment for property located in the City of Cannon Falls and legally described 

on the attached Exhibit A (the “Property”);  

 

WHEREAS, the Applicant is applying to amend City Code § 152.463 by adding language 

allowing race tracks in the UR, Urban Reserve zone as a conditional use (the “Amendment”);  

 

WHEREAS, City staff studied the matter, made a report, and provided other information 

to the Planning Commission and City Council;  

 

WHEREAS, on August 19th, 2024, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and 

after considering the Applicant’s request for the Amendment, recommended denial; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Cannon Falls has considered the Planning 

Commission’s recommendation at its September 3, 2024, City Council meeting. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Cannon Falls makes the following: 

 

FINDINGS 

 

1. The Applicant is requesting the Amendment to allow race tracks in the UR, Urban 

Reserve zone as a conditional use, including on the Property (the “Proposed Use”).  

 

2. The Property where the Proposed Use will be located is currently zoned UR, Urban 

Reserve. The land surrounding the Property is zoned R-2, Single Family Residential and R-B, 

Residential Business. 

 

3. Minn. Stat. § 462.357 grants to the City, for the purpose of promoting the public 

health, safety, morals and general welfare, the authority to regulate use of land within the City 

through zoning regulations. 

  

4. The time limit for a decision on the Applicant’s applications will not expire until 

September 28, 2024. 

 



5.  The granting of amendments within the City is governed both by the City Code and 

State Statutes. 

 

 6. Minn. Stat. § 462.357, subd. 4 states an amendment to a zoning ordinance may be 

initiated by the governing body, the planning agency, or by petition of affected property owners 

as defined in the zoning ordinance.  An amendment not initiated by the planning agency shall be 

referred to the planning agency, if there is one, for study and report and may not be acted upon by 

the governing body until it has received the recommendation of the planning agency on the 

proposed amendment or until 60 days have elapsed from the date of reference of the amendment 

without a report by the planning agency. 

 7. City Code § 152.056 states that an “[a]pplication for an amendment of this chapter 

(text or map) requires a public hearing and is to be processed in accordance with the procedures 

set forth in § 152.037 of this chapter. 

8. City Code § 152.055 states that “[t]he City Council or Planning Commission may, 

upon their own motion, initiate a request to amend the text or the district boundaries of this chapter. 

The procedural requirements of this section shall not apply to the proposed amendments except to 

the extent required by state statute. Any person owning real estate within the city may initiate a 

request to amend the district boundaries or text of this chapter so as to affect the real estate.” 

 

9. City Code § 152.057 states: 

 

    The Planning Commission shall consider possible effects of the proposed 

amendment. Its judgment shall be based upon, but not limited to, the following 

factors: 

 

(A)   The proposed action has been considered in relation to the specific 

policies and provisions of and has been found to be consistent with the official City 

Comprehensive Plan; 

(B)   The proposed use is or will be compatible with present and future land 

uses of the area; 

(C)   The proposed use conforms with all performance standards contained 

in this chapter; 

(D)   The proposed use can be accommodated with existing public services 

and will not overburden the city's service capacity; and 

(E)   Traffic generation by the proposed use is within capabilities of streets 

serving the property. 

 

10. The Applicant’s requested Amendment would amend City Code § 152.463 by 

allowing race tracks as a conditional use anywhere within the Urban Reserve zone. The requested 

Amendment is consistent with the Cannon Falls Comprehensive Plan. Allowing race tracks in the 

UR, Urban Reserve zone as a conditional use is compatible with present and future land uses in 

the area.  

 

 

 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/cannonfalls/latest/cannonfalls_mn/0-0-0-6382#JD_152.037


DECISION 

 

Section 1. Amendment.  City Code § 152.463 is hereby amended by adding the underlined 

language, as follows: 

 

§ 152.463 CONDITIONAL USES. 

 

Subject to applicable provisions of this chapter, the following are conditional uses in a UR 

District and require a conditional use permit based upon procedures set forth in and regulated by 

§§ 152.070 through 152.074 of this chapter: 

* * * 

(H) Race tracks. 

 

Section 2. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage 

and publication according to law.  

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Cannon Falls, Minnesota, 

this ______day of _________________, 2024. 

 

 

      ___________________________________  

                                                             Matt Montgomery, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

Neil L. Jensen, City Administrator  

 
 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/cannonfalls/latest/cannonfalls_mn/0-0-0-6486#JD_152.070
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/cannonfalls/latest/cannonfalls_mn/0-0-0-6520#JD_152.074

